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This book contains wonderful, mysterious words—words 
concerning the Creator of the ages Himself. All Christians are 
baptized in His name—the name of the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit. In Him they have life and in Him they place their 
hope. Indeed, is anything more important than to strive for the 
knowledge of Him, for union with Him, for the constant contem- 
plation of Him? God has not abandoned men in ignorance: He 
entrusted to the Church the revelation concerning Himself, mani- 
fested Himself in His creation, and revealed to Christians the path 
to endless growth in the knowledge of Him. To give the modern 
reader a glimpse into the inner life of God the Trinity is the put- 
pose of this book. 
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I glorify the power of the Father and the Son, 

and I hymn the authority of the Holy Spirit: 

the indivisible and uncreated Godhead, 

the consubstantial Trinity, 

Who reigneth unto the ages of ages. 
Ochtoechos. Sunday sticheron, third tone. 


Introduction 

This book is intended for those wishing to learn 
something of the inner life of the Creator of the 
ages, for those who are either initiates of the mys- 
tery of faith, having received divine baptism, or 
who desire to learn about the chief hope of Chris- 
tians. 

If you simply do not believe that God exists, or 
are convinced that He does not reveal Himself to 
men (either due to inability or out of malice and 
envy), this book is unsuitable for you. You must 
first be convinced that the Creator of the universe 
exists and is benevolent, and only then begin to 
study His life. For, as God Himself said of old, “My 
mystery is for Me and for Mine.”? But you, in your 
irrational unbelief, are strangers to the Lord for the 
Present (not of course by nature, for whether you 
Wish it or not you are servants of God by creation), 
and hence the secret knowledge that is accessible to 
initiates is closed to you. 


: From the Ochtoechos translated by Isaac' Lambertson, 
as Published by The Saint John of Kronstadt Press.-Trans. 
Translator's note: A tendering, in some Greek versions 
of the text (though not the Septuagint), of Isaiah 24:16, aS 
quoted by St. John Chrysostom in his seventh homily, on the 
first epistle to the Corinthians, The words “and for Mine” 
appear to be added by St. John Chrysostom. 


4 


Introduction 
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If you do believe in God the Creator, and 
acknowledge that He revealed Himself to men, but 
are not convinced that the Bible is the word of God, 
again this work will naturally appear to you to be 
unsubstantiated. 

Your case is not hopeless, however. For if God, 
as the benevolent Creator, desired to reveal Him- 
self, He would hardly make His revelation inac- 
cessible to men. Quite naturally, we would expect 
God to try to reach the greatest number of people 
with His words. It is unlikely that divine revelation 
would be limited to a small circle of persons who 
are forbidden to share it with those around them, 
and no esoteric sect can claim that the Creator 
revealed Himself to it alone. 

Ideally, God would naturally address Himself 
to everyone. We Christians believe that to a degree 
this is indeed the case. In the heart of every man 
lives the voice of God: the conscience. Each per- 
son is imbued with innate knowledge of the Lord, 
but because many abuse their free will this natu- 
ral revelation has become.so obscured by our evil 
habits that it is practically impossible to isolate the 
true word of God from our overlaying preconcep- 
tions. When a jihadi suicide bomber kills others, 
he naively thinks he thereby pleases God, but he is 
mistaken—the Creator abhors murder. 

It was precisely due to this kind of error that 
God made a covenant with the chosen people and 
entrusted to them His revelation, that they might 
telay His commands to all rational beings of the 
earth. This revelation from God concerning Him- 
self and. His will is called the Bible and the Holy 
Tradition of the Church. 
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~The Bible is the core of divine Tradition. Trad. 
tion shows how to understand the Bible correctly, 
and the Lord Almighty ensures the preservation 
and accuracy of both. Thus, every rational being 
is given the opportunity (if he wishes) to come to 
know both God Himself and His plans for our sal- 
vation from sin and death. So that anyone may be 
convinced that the Bible as upheld by the Church 
is the Word of God, we offer the following testing 
criteria. 

1. The loftiness of its teaching (that is, its nontriv- 
iality). The Bible contains a wealth of informa- 
tion, primarily not derived from the data of 
human intelligence. i 

2. The moral loftiness of its teaching, which 
demonstrates that the author of the Bible is He 
Who speaks to us with the voice of the con- 
science, 

3. Those who relayed the Word of God to us, and 

even those whose explanations of the Bible have 

become the standard, worked many miracles, 
proving that in them a supernatural force was at 

work. , 

The Bible contains thousands of prophecies 

that have come to pass, which the mind of man 

could not possibly have foreseen, meaning that 
the author of the Bible is the Ruler of the world 

Who is outside of time. 

2 os this day the Bible powerfully affects the 

earts of men, showing that its Author contin- 
ues to care for His creation, 
Thus, we may place confidence in the teaching 


here presented, since it proceeds not from man, but 
from the Creator Himself. 


a 
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Introduction 


If the reader is of the opinion that the Bible was 
given by God, but has allegedly been distorted by 
men in yet another abuse of their free will, he must 
remember that the express purpose of direct reve- 
lation was to prevent people from becoming hope- 
lessly entangled in their own contrivances. If men 
failed yet again to preserve revelation, defacing 
the Word of God once more, God has only Himself 
to blame, since He carelessly failed to ensure that 
His plan was accomplished. To think this is all the 
more foolish because the Bible has never once been 
proven to be in error. 

Let him who attempts to disprove the Bible first 
prove that he himself is in the right, and then, hav- 
ing born the full burden of this proof, let him justify 
himself at the Last Judgment. Thus, the refuter of 
the Bible shoulders the full burden of proof of his 
rightness, as well as the task of justifying himself at 
the Last Judgment. 

But if anyone wishes to learn the truth concern- 
ing the greatest mystery in the universe, let him 
undertake this glorious task with prayer, asking 
the Trinity Himself to guide both his understand- 
ing and our pen, in order at least to begin to glorify 
the Divine Splendor. 


How we know what we know concerning God 


Lord, and who has been His councilor and taught 
Him? With whom does He take council, and who 
instructs Him and teaches Him knowledge?’ Are 

ou able with your feeble mind to take the measure 
of His greatness? Have you created so much as a 
single planet? Do you know what tomorrow holds 
for you? Humble yourself, O man! The poet Gorky 
was mistaken: “man” does not sound at all proud. 
We are created of dust, and to the earth shall we 
return. All our achievements have not permitted us 
either to conquer death or even to live a thousand 
years. We have forgotten where we came from and 
where we are going. Only humble submission to 
_ the mighty wisdom of God is able to heal our intel- 
lect, while the proud conviction that our under- 
standing is absolute is a sure path to madness. 

~ But now it is time to turn our attention to an 
-account of eternal existence itself. 
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the mystery of God. Hence, when speaking of the 
mystery of the divine Triunity, let us remember 
that we are dealing not with the realm of human 
hypotheses or theory, but with a precise descrip. 
tion of the primordial Reality, to which questions 
such as “Why?” are not applicable. For the exis. 
tence of God predates all else. He is the First and 
the Last, and before Him there was no one. We are 
dealing with the realm of facts, not the dark forest 
of hypotheses. 

All too often in speaking of God people forget 
that He exists independently of us. All too often 
they attempt to “codify” His existence, to fit God’s 
image into our concepts of Him. — 

But all these constructs, correct or otherwise, 

) show that we lack fear of God, and hence we also 
lack wisdom). It was not we who created God, but 
He us! And when the Lord speaks, we must trem- 
\ ble in reverence before His words. For the Lord is a 
: great God and the King of all gods. In His hand are 
the depths of the earth, and the peaks of the moun- 
tains likewise are His. The sea is His, and He cre- 
ated it, and His hands fashioned the dry land.° 

How dare you, O man, doubt the words of God? 
You have every right to determine whether or not 
God has said this or that, but thereafter you must 
be silent before the dread mystery of the divine 
majesty! How dare you say, “God cannot be this or 
that, since my intellect does not accept this”? Did 

you create Him Who was from the beginning? 
nO how ea pe doubt the words of the Great and 
* Who has understood the Spirit of the 


5 Prov. 9:10. 
6 Ps, 94:5, 
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How we know what we know concerning God 


Lord, and who has been His councilor and taught 
Him? With whom does He take council, and who 
instructs Him and teaches Him knowledge?’ Are 
ou able with your feeble mind to take the measure 
of His greatness? Have you created so much as a 
single planet? Do you know what tomorrow holds 
for you? Humble yourself, O man! The poet Gorky 
was mistaken: “man” does not sound at all proud. 
We are created of dust, and to the earth shall we 
return. All our achievements have not permitted us 
either to conquer death or even to live a thousand 
years. We have forgotten where we came from and 
where we are going. Only humble submission to 
the mighty wisdom of God is able to heal our intel- 
lect, while the proud conviction that our under- 
standing is absolute is a sure path to madness. 
But now it is time to turn our attention to an 
account of eternal existence itself. 


—_—wq« 


"Ts. 40:13-14, 


CONCERNING THE FACT — 
THAT GOD IS ONE 


a SS a ea 


‘In the words of a certain righteous man of old, 
“T know that it is upon a flimsy raft that we set out 
-on a great voyage, or upon frail wings we hasten 
toward the starry heaven. On these the mind stirs 
itself to proclaim a Divinity which not even heav- 
enly beings have power to worship fittingly.” 

And I too, continuing the traversal of this 
ancient path, with trembling approach the veil of 
the first mystery. Bi. bits tp 
_ One might say, as Satan is fond of saying, that it 
is not humble to set oneself such a goal, and that it 
is a sign of delusion. 

But we hear the quiet knock of Christ at the door 
of our heart, and we sense the mighty summons 
of God, Who says through the prophet, “Break uP 
your fallow ground: for it is time to seek the Lord, 
till he come and rain righteousness upon y ou.” 

h As we wander in the shimmering twilight of 
pe we see in our mind’s eye the phantom 

P of counterfeit truths. We think we a 
ound something firm, but it disintegrates before 


oxford: 
ted in 


8 St. Gregory of Nazi 
azianzus, Poemata Arcana ( 
Clarendon Press, 1997), 3. Thi a i 
rs a ye Ri uo 
the original differs coment a 
9 Hosea 10:12. 


12 


a 
Concerning the fact that God is one 


the ruthless onslaught of logic or beneath the 
crushing hammer of life. But then, suddenly, when 
we have lost all hope for anything that is beautiful; 
we are touched by an uncreated brilliance, and in 
the dark forest the light of the unshakable King- 
dom appears in the distance. This is something 
that practically everyone has experienced. It is 
no accident that the age-old creed of the common 
_ man is generally this: “There is Something (or 
Someone) out there.” And this is not the influence 
of tradition, but rather the universal experience 
of some innate knowledge of God. Thus, nearly 
everyone who has acknowledged the existence of 
the Cause of the Universe acknowledges that He 
is one. 
. This is reasonable, for the very uniformity of 
the laws of this world bespeaks a single Author, 
not a dozen: Even formal logic demands that a 
supremely perfect being be one. For if there were 
many gods, they would limit each other in space or 
in'time, and hence would not be omnipresent, but 
would be confined by space. This begs the question: 
how could they have created the world while exist- 
18 space? If there were many gods, they would 
ave to either rule the world together or else wage 
— among themselves. If they ruled together, who 
— plulld be their arbiter? And if they warred among 
themselves, how is it that the universe has not yet 
wht destroyed? Clearly, God the Creator is one. 
a 1° Coincidence that He Himself says in His 
te ‘lam the first and I am the last; besides Me 
“te 18 no god. Who is like Me?” 


Ts, 44:6-7. 
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Thus, there is one God, one Lord of the Uni- 
verse and mighty Ruler. There is one essence, one 
Kingdom, one Power, one Will, which rules the 
worlds. 

- How can we describe the unimaginable gran- 
deur of the Divinity? His glory is higher than the 
clouds and the galaxies. All rational beings of the 
universe assembled together would be unable to 
worthily describe even a drop of His comeliness 
and power. To hymn Him before His light-bearing 
countenance is the greatest of honors, and it can be 
ours in eternity. 

If we examine His essence, He alone can be 
called He That Is, for all other earthly beings pass 
on and are changed, while His being reigns like an 
unchanging cliff face above the rushing rivers of 
the ages. Furthermore, as the source He makes al 
things to exist. In the beginning the one God called 
forth all that exists by His Word, and by His Spirit 
He sent all things forth toward perfection. And to 
this day His hand brings generation after gene™ 
tion into being. 

By His will the celestial bodies dance in the vault 
of heaven, and each of them He calls by name. 
is for Him that springs gush forth from the bosom 
of the earth. At His might the mountains tremble 
and the depths of the oceans give voice. His powe 
per meates all essences, while itself remaining pure, 
it remains outside the bounds of all things 24 * 
removed from among created beings, being mor 
exalted that all that exists, It establishes all ta™¢ 
and authorities, yet is itself above all 1a ap 

authority, above essence, word, and reason 5 * é 
humans understand them: for the One comm 
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kings and presidents, vagrants and students. If He 
does a thing, who shall ask Him, “How dare You?” 

The existence of the One is above all time. It 
isa sea of essence, extending beyond all imagin- 
able and unimaginable bounds. He was before the 
dawn of time, and He will be after the end of the 
ages, and all the ages pass by in His mighty hands. 
He rules them freely, justly, and compassionately, 
guiding the ship of the world to the harbor of the 
Day of Judgment. God Himself alone is uncreated 
and immortal, and hence there can be no answer to 
- the irrational question, “Who created God?” For it 

is a contradiction in terms. ; 

The whole vastness of the cosmos is His domain. 
He made all creation, both visible and invisible. He 
is the Spirit Who holds all things upon His breast, 
while He himself has no limits, being a Spirit that 
is united, eternal, bodiless, unchanging, all-good, 
holy, righteous, loving, most wise, invisible, inscru- 
table, having no need of anything. He is almighty, 
Preserving all things, providing for all things, com- 
manding all things, and reigning with an unending 
and immortal kingdom, having no rivals. 

He is the source of goodness and righteous- 
Ness, the intelligent and unapproachable Light, the 
Power indefinable by any measure and measurable 
solely by His own will, for He is able to do what- 
ever He wishes. God is Light itself, Goodness itself, 
Life itself, Love itself, Being itself, since neither His 
being nor anything else that He possesses comes 
from anyone else, but rather He Himself is the 
Source of being for all that exists: of life for all that 
lives, of reason for all that is rational, the cause of 
all good things for all beings. He knows all things 
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before they come into being. He is the Savior of the 
perishing, the Healer of the suffering, and the righ- 
teous Judge of all creation. 

All this God revealed to us when we approached 
the immovable fire of eternity, fleeing from the 
lethal seductions of this wayward world. Closer 
and closer we drew to the far-off, united Light ... 
and the Light itself approached us, initiated us 
Christians into its mysteries, tore us from the 
ancient snares of evil, and freed us from the jaws 
of the lions that had been devouring us in the dark 
mirage of the world. And thus we attained the ° 
once-distant flame of God. 


GOD IS A TRINITY 


What then do we see? Our eyes, strengthened 
by Holy Communion and sealed by the Holy Spirit, 
see that the single flame is simultaneously triadic. 
In one fire we see three Luminaries—three Selves 
in one Essence. If we take three lighted candles and 
put their flames together, there will be three lumi- 
naries, but one flame. So also the Divine Essence, 
poured forth from the Father into the Son and the 
Spirit, is not divided and is not made divisible. All 
three identities abide in each other, and there is 
no gap where one might say, “The Father is here, 
while the Son or the Spirit is not.” One glory, one 
Godhead, one will. In the Trinity there is nothing 
that is either greater or smaller by nature, there is 
nothing temporal or created, there is nothing domi- 
nant or servile. There is only a wondrous harmony, 
a marvelous concord of Three Identities, equal and 
abiding in each other. 

This oneness is not merely innate: the Holy 
Trinity is filled to overflowing with love, as a cup 
is filled by a fountain of water. The Father gives 
Himself over in eternity to the Son and the Spirit, 
the Son—to the Father and the Spirit, and the Holy 
Spirit—to the Father and the Son. The eternal river 
of God’s essence, abiding within itself, does not 
sit idle, but abounds with the life, understanding, 
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might, goodness, and sacrificial selflessness of the 
Persons of the Godhead. 
This ever-animate Life undertook to create the 
world, that other beings might also become privy 
to that unoriginate happiness that reigns outside 
the bounds of time in the bosom of the Godhead. 
And now the time has come to glorify each of 
the Three Divine Persons, making manifest both 
what is peculiar to each and how each manifests 
Himself in the created universe. The divine order of 
the teaching concerning God was revealed to us by 
Christ Himself, Who commanded that those who 
believed be baptized in the name of the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit.11 Let us therefore, regen- 


erated by the Trinity, follow this order in glorifying 
the divine mystery. 


11 Mt. 28:19. 


ON GOD THE FATHER 


The first of the Three is God the Father, God the 
Source, the Unoriginate Root from which grow the 
two Eternal Flowers. He exceeds the Son and the 
Spirit because He is their primordial Cause, and He 
is equal to Them by nature. He is Yahweh, He That 
Is eternally—unoriginate, unbegotten, invisible, 
and inscrutable, indescribable and immutable, the 
Master of all, the holy Lord of the heavens and the 
earth, of all creation visible and invisible. King of 
the hosts of heaven and the lords of the earth, He 
sits upon the throne of glory, looking out over the 
abysses. Before Him the fiery six-winged seraphim 
and the many-eyed cherubim stand in trembling, 
singing the eternal hymns. 

Before all time He is the Father of the eternal, 
only-begotten Son, and breathes forth the life-creat- 
ing Spirit. But the particular distinguishing quality 
of God the Father is that He is unoriginate (unbe- 
gotten, uncaused). Only He possesses this quality, 
unlike the Son and the Holy Spirit, and only the 
quality of being unoriginate is not prope foathe 
other two Persons of the Trinity. In allelse They are. 
equal and identical. 

This property means that God the Father has 
No one else as the cause of His existence, either 
in the sense of creation, the sense of begetting, 
or any other sense. He is the unoriginate Abyss 
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of Existence. However our mind might try to find 
something that surpasses Him, it will invariably 
fail spectacularly. This is the final frontier, which 
we must not aspire to pass, for the Father is far- 
ther than far, and yet He is nearest of all to each of 
us. He is the Hope of the hopeless, the Rest for the 
weary, the Physician of the infirm, the Companion 
of travelers. To Him all rational beings gravitate, 
desiring to find both the ultimate and the infinite. 
If we gaze into our hearts, we will see that in 
them there burns a secret fire that compels us to 
seek Him Who is at once accessible and inaccessi- 
ble. It is this feeling, in distorted form, that moti- 
vates our every passion. For all the money in the 
world would not be enough to satisfy the lover of 
money, since his soul desires eternal riches. He is 
merely seeking them in the wrong place. The vain- 
glorious person needs a glory that will remain 
with him always and be constantly increasing. But 
only the eternal, unbegotten Glory is able to slake 
his heart, which has mistaken the direction of its 
goal. It is the unbegottenness of the Father that cor- 
7eap onds to our souls’ thirst, of which Augustine 
see You have created us for Yourself, and our 
eart knows no rest until it finds rest in You.” 


a this abyss of being, as we have said previ 


Unoriginate Gog ; . 
eternal Son rece is the Father, for He begets th 


is own essence, - 
The Father be : 
ets wi hat- 
soever, -in a Sets without anyone else W 


manner utterly inscrutable. We 4" 


12 . . 
St. Augustine of Hippo, Confessions, 


chapter 1. 
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merely state which beliefs concerning the divine 
begetting are incorrect. 

The Father begets the Son without a mother, and 
not in the manner of the false pagan gods. There are 
no divine marriages in heaven. The Father begets 
without suffering, without effusion, and without 
separation. Here there are no birth pangs, no pain, 
no diminishment. 

Scripture compares the eternal begetting with 
the lighting of one fire from another. As light shines 
from the sun’s orb without being separated from it, 
as the source is inseparable from the outpouring, 
so also is the Son’s begetting from the Father. But 
these comparisons are imprecise because the ray is 
obviously less than the sun, and the source does not 
have the whole outpouring within itself, whereas 
the Father begets a Son Who is equal to Himself, 
Who is not separated from His Begetter, but abides 
wholly within Him. The eternal begetting is spir- 
itual, because having begotten the Son the Father 
Was not diminished, exhausted, or weakened: eter- 
nity is not diminishable. F 

__ This eternal parturient capacity of the Father is 
likewise manifested in countless reflections in cre- 
ated reality. Incredibly, even the personal attributes 
of the Persons of the Holy Trinity are accessible to 
us! We seem to participate and live in the extreme 
effulgence of the divine life, echoes of which reach 
Our ears. 

,, m the words of the apostle Paul, by the Father 
the whole family in heaven and earth is named.” 
As Saint Cyril of Alexandria explains, these words 


a 
13 Eph. 3:15. 
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mean that we do not call God the Father by analogy 
with ourselves, but rather we ourselves are fathers 
in imitation of and by similarity to Him, being cre- 
ated according to His image.!* 

If we ask an ordinary person what he associates 
with the concept of “father,” usually he will say that 
a father is the one who gave us life, upon whom we 
can always rely, who cares for, supports, and nour- 
ishes us. A father is our first teacher, our standard 
for fairness, and the source of our first precepts of 
wisdom. He is one who comforts us tenderly, who 
punishes us fairly, and upon whose strong shoul- 
der we can always lean. He is a powerful defender 
of his children. How often earthly parents fail to 
live up to this standard! But an ideal Father does 
indeed exist in the heavens, and those fathers who 


Would prove worthy of their calling must draw 
— from God the Father. : 

ven more so must this heavenly fatherhood 
as by those who bear atin them the 
eerie Father more than earthly par- 
Priests, wh 8 to the flesh. I speak of bishops and 
ae : 9 ate spiritual fathers by the power of 
“My itl cildses Oo as did the apostle Paul, 
until Christ be formed inp in birth again 


a 
“St. Cyr 


il of Ale 7 i : ?’ 
5 Gal 4-19 xandria, Commentary on John, chapter 3. 


GOD THE FATHER IN CREATION 


From eternity God the Father has always been 
the Origin, the First Cause, Who accomplishes all 
things through the Son and makes them perfect 
through the Spirit. 

Before the dawn of time He, the great Intellect 
that begat the world, conceived and wrote down 
in His infinite wisdom the plan for all things of the 
world to be, so as to unite all creation into one with 
Christ as its head. From eternity He foreordained 
Christians to become His children through the Son 
of His love, that in us the glory of His grace might 
be made manifest.1° The reason for the universe lies 
in God’s desire to give joy to His Son. 

The Father created ail things through the Son 
in the Holy Spirit. He is the eternal Author of the 
world. He designed the heavens and the earth, ue 
stars and plants, the seas and animals, but ek ul 
is amcomplished by the Son, and it 15 brougnt to 
perfection by the Holy Spirit. . nuey 

God the rather in pre-eternal council with ie 
Son and the Spirit decided to create man ie = 
image and likeness of the Trinity. At the will a 
Father, the Son created a human body out of ae 
and the Holy Spirit breathed into 1t an indent 
ble soul, in which the Son placed the imprint of 11s 
image. 

MUSONS ‘te 


16 Eph, 1:5-6. 
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Word to seek out him who was lost. The Father cast 
Adam out of paradise and barred him from access 
to the tree of life, lest evil become immortal. Out of 
pity for His creature that had perished He desired 
to save us through His Word, but the sin that had 
been sown in men’s hearts distorted the image of 
God in their minds. They began to consider God 
a severe Master, or even merely a distant Power. 
The Heavenly Father did not forget the works of 
His hands and reminded them of Himself both by 
_ benefactions.and by severe punishments intended 
to weaken evil. One of the most terrible chastise- 
ments of mankind was the.Great Flood brought 
about by God the Father. 
After the flood, the Father in council with the 
Son and: the Spirit confounded the tongues of the 
builders of the Tower of Babel and set tasks, lim- 
its, and life spans for the existence of each of the 
nations. He prepared each of the generations of 
men for the coming of salvation. 
‘He chose Abraham and made him a father of 
_ any nations. To His Son He sent down fire from 
heaven to destroy Sodom and other accursed cities. 
omnis Father’ chose Jacob and led him all 
Wie Hee es oe life. He lead Israel into Egypt, and it 
ifesting His ast People forth from thence, Pee 
afd tn ths pe power in the plagues of EgyP* 


in the dividing of th | 
Like an eagle tie bo Ses 


the desert and entered ; 
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scattered wicked peoples from before the face of 
His people, and gave them the Holy Land for their 
dominion. He appointed judges and kings for 
Israel. God the Father promised David that the Son 
of God would become the Son of David, an eternal 
King over the house of Israel. 

By His Word He sent prophets and revealed 
His will to them through His Spirit. The Heavenly 
Father punished the Jews who apostatized, and for- 
gave all their iniquities when they repented. 

At last, when the fullness of time arrived, the 
Heavenly Father carried out the plan He had con- 
ceived before the dawn of time. Out of pity and love 
for perishing mankind God sent His only-begotten 
Son, so that everyone who believed in Him might 
not perish, but might have eternal life. By His will 
the Son became incarnate of the Virgin Mary by 
the power of the Holy Spirit. The Heavenly Father 
abode continually with Christ and in Christ, so that 
even the Son of God said, “The Father that dwel- 
leth in Me, He doeth the works.”!” a 

At all times the Father glorified His Son, and 

the Son likewise His Father, and into this mutual 

glorification Christians are ‘nitiated. But it is the 

cross that became the ultimate glory of love and 

- obedience. By the will of God, Christ died an ign” 

minious death and presented mankind as a gift . 

Father; redeemed from sin and the devil and 
Cleansed by His blood. ps : 

The Father responded to this ultimate obedience 

of Christ with an: ultimate manifestation of Tis 

glory: on the third day after Christ's death upon 


Jn. 14:10. 
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the cross He raised His Son from the dead, and on 

the fortieth day He carried His human nature up 
‘into heaven. There the Father set Christ in the flesh 
at the right hand of His majesty, that His will might 
be accomplished by the pierced hand of the Son of 
God. 

Our compassionate Heavenly Father accepts the 
eternal mediation of His Son, and gazing upon His 
wounds He is propitiated for those who believe 
in Christ and bear His name. The first fruit of this 
mediation was the birth of the Church, the body of 
Christ, when at the behest of His Son God sent the 
Holy Spirit upon the apostles. Thus, to this day the 
unwavering, vigilant gaze of the Heavenly Father 
1s ever fixed on the new and final people of the 
Covenant, the Orthodox Church. And this is with 
good reason. For every Christian who descends 
into the ‘Waters of baptism enters into the depths 

of the divine life and becomes a son or daughter 
of God by adoption. And the Heavenly Father will 
néver allow His children to ruin themselves at thei 


His acntly, pow for 
His irrational “Sen ly Be teaches and cares 


The Church is always focused on its Heavenly 


Father, each day offering to Him the Sacrifice of the 


Body and Bl ; 
and for life ae His Son for the cleansing of sins 


But G deri toons . 
those viene Father; not content: merely with 


© already entered the Church, seeks 

< 2 sit gs fs over for those who desire to come 
the Father sees that wi !eads them to Him. When 
of God are . that all the places.in the Kingdom 
and that all than by those reclining at the feast, 
those who wish have entered, He wil 
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bring time to an end. He will raise His great trum- 
pet and sound the end of all the ages. 

By the will of God, Christ will return to earth, 
and with Him the Father will bring all the righ- 
teous who have died before, as well as His angels. 
Through His Son the Father will resurrect all those 
who have died by the power of His life-creating 
Spirit and will transfigure the universe. 

When the dread messengers of God, the angels, 
gather all trembling mankind before the face of 
Christ, through His Son the Father will pass righ- 
teous judgment upon the world. 

Then the end of all things will come, when the 
Father will cast all the enemies of His Son down 
at His feet, and the Son will present to Him.all the 
Christians that have done His will. Then God the 
Father will be in all things, and the unending king- 
dom of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit will 
ensue. Through Christ we will behold the face of 
the Father and delight in the joy of the Trinity that 
pened in the divine abysses before the dawn of 

me. : 


ON GOD THE SON 


In calling God “Father” we inevitably assume 
the existence of His offspring. And if God is eternal, 
He Who is begotten of Him must also be eternal. It 
is in the eternal Son of the eternal Father that we 
receive adoption. As the ancient Christian hymn 
states, “I have been united to Him, because the 
lover has found the Beloved, because I love Him 
that is the Son, I shall become a son.”28 
But who is God the Son, whose fragrant name 
is known to nearly every inhabitant of the earth? If 
we turn to divine revelation, we will see a nearly 
innumerable multitude of names that rightfully 
belong to Jesus Christ, the Son of God. And this is 
with good reason. For from eternity only through 

ee can the Father be known, as He Himself 
ae No man knoweth the Son, but the Father; 
a i en any man the Father, save the pon, 
And a: 2 whomsoever the Son will reveal Him.”” 
a eae am the way, the truth, and the life: no 
reason all acne the Father, but by Me.”22 For this 
€ thoughts of those who love God are 


concentrated on the one and only Door to heaven. 


—_—_—___——_—_—_—_—— 
18 Odes of 
ide, Gapnes Solomon III, as translated by James Chat- 


19 Mt. 11:27. 
20 Tn. 14:6, 
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On God the Son 


Let us attempt with our mind’s eye to see at 
least a faint gleam of that eternal glory that the Son 
had with His Father even before the universe was 
created. Frequently we cannot help but notice that, 
in the understanding of many, the image of Christ 
abased overshadows the pre-eternal might of the 
Word begotten of the Father. 

The Son of God is the timeless offspring of the 
Father’s essence, and is ever in His bosom.”! He 
is begotten before all time, for He has ever been 
perfect, but He is also eternally begotten, for He 
has ever been inseparably linked to His Father 
in His very existence. The living Father continu- 
ally begets of Himself the Source and Origin of 
Life. The powerful Source of the Godhead eter- 
nally pours forth from His unoriginate bosom 
the ever-flowing, living, and enlightening Source, 
the creative power. that eternally coexists with 

_ the Father, the all-destroying outstretched arm of 
God, which all foes of the Creator feel upon their 
necks, But those faithful to the Lord always find 
refuge in the steadfast tower of the Son of God. 
For, as the apostle Paul says, the might of the Son 
is so great that He upholds the full magnitude of 
the universe as with a single finger, by the word 0 
His might.22 

Immeasurable is the effulgence of the Father. 

is eternal Solar Disk unceasingly radiates a 
Ocean of Light that is equal to Himself, raat 
enlightens every man that comes into the world. 
For from eternity Christ has. been the effulgence 


—————— 
21 Jn. 18:18, 


22 Heb, 1:3. 
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of the Father’s glory.” He is the gentle, joyous 
Light of the holy glory of the Immortal One. He is 
the Enlightener of all who sit in darkness, and all 
enlightenment without the Son is merely a darken- 
ing of the mind and the heart. 

The mind of God ever has within it His continual 
self-expression, His Word, His inalienable Wisdom. 
The Word of God is like a sea of understanding and 
it is the atmosphere of thought, which enables men 
and angels to speak and to think. Logic is rooted in 
the Logos of the Father. 

In ancient times the most-wise King Solomon 
extolled the divine nature of the Son of God in these 
words: “For wisdom ... is an understanding spirit, 
holy, one only,”4 manifold, subtil, lively, clear, 
undefiled, plain, not subject to hurt, loving the thing 
that is good, quick, which cannot be letted, ready 
to do good, kind to man, steadfast, sure, free from 

care, having all power, overseeing all things, and 
going through all understanding, pure, and most 
subtil, spirits. For wisdom is more moving than any 
motion: she passeth and goeth through all things by 
reason of her pureness. For she is the breath of the 
power of God, and a pure influence flowing from 
the glory of the Almighty: therefore can no defiled 
thing fall into her. For she is the brightness of the 
everlasting light, the unspotted mirror of the power 
of God, and the image of his goodness. And being 
but one, she can do all things: and remaining in 
herself, she maketh all things new: and in all ages 


2 Heb. 1:3. 


24 Tn the Russian 


Trans. Synodal translation, “only-begotten”- 
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entering into holy souls, she maketh them friends 
of God, and prophets. For God loveth none but 
him that dwelleth with wisdom. For she is more 
beautiful than the sun, and above all the order of 
stars: being compared with the light, she is found 
before it. For after this cometh night: but vice shall 
not prevail against wisdom. Wisdom reacheth from 
one end to another mightily: and sweetly doth she 
order all things. ... In that she is conversant with 
God, she magnifieth her nobility: yea, the Lord of 
all things himself loved her. For she is privy to the 
mysteries of the knowledge of God, and a lover of 
his works.” 

Eternal wealth, strength, and knowledge abide 
in the omnipresent depths of the Son of God, and 
this treasury of mysteries has become accessible 
to Christians! All knowledge is from the Wisdom 
of the Father, and all that contradicts it is noth- 
ing but madness and perdition. As Christ Himself 
says, “Counsel is mine, and sound wisdom: I am 
understanding; I have strength. By me kings reign, 
and princes decree justice. By me princes rule, and 
nobles, even all the judges of the earth. I love them 
that love me; and those that seek me early shall find 
me. Riches and honour are with me; yea, durable 
Tiches and righteousness. My fruit is better than 
Sold, yea, than fine gold; and my revenue than 
choice silver. I lead in the way of righteousness, 
Im the midst of the paths of judgment: that I may 
cause those that love me to inherit substance; and 
I will fill their treasures.”25 
———————————— 

- > Wisd. 7:22-8:4. - 

© Prov. 8:14-21, 
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In the Gospel the Son of God_says that the Father 
teaches Him eternally, showing Him all that He 
does.” Naturally, the Father does not teach the Son 
as one teaches children at school, or as one explains 
to a person who lacks knowledge. No, in the nature 
of His Offspring He depicts His whole Self as in a 
self-portrait. And in Himself the Father reveals the 
Son’s own inherent properties. For both possess a 
precise knowledge of each, not from instruction but 
by nature. Thus, the eternal begetting of the Son 
by the Father is also a constant natural outpourin 
of knowledge and thought from the Mind to the 
dete 
“ ates and His Wisdom. iWhierte with one 

oughts can never be i 
with God it is thee ae = ct 5 
the Mind of the Father fully reveals Hi 2 salf i His 
2 ae y s Himself in His 

Here we come to a realization 
on of the sense in 
item odometer 
Person, His natural tells . lati ee : sl 
said, “He thathamn cn ae ation. For He Himself 
Indie Son tie ees - e hath seen the Father. 
cisely reflected i Tlal nature of the Father is pre- 
know the Son upiayh ae 
the gospel Rites te ceesls 


been granted t 
is true God, ee oe the Father. For as the Father 


Son also is true God. The Father 


7 Jn. 5:20, 
28 In. 16:30. 
29 In 14:9, 
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On God the Son 


is holy, and the Son also is holy. The Lord is the 
Father, and the Son likewise is Lord. All properties 
of the Father's nature belong also to the Son, except 
for unbegottenness, which is proper to the Person 
of the Father. 

The Father Himself likewise rejoices and is glad 
in His Son, seeing in Him the exact imprint of His 
own beauty. As the Wisdom of God itself states, 
“I was by him, as one brought up with him: and 
I was daily his delight, rejoicing always before 
him.”*° This mutual joy of the Three Persons is 
begotten of Their mutual love. For it is not by 
chance that, at Christ's baptism in the Jordan and at 
the Transfiguration on the mountain, the Heavenly 
Father called Him His beloved Son. 


°° Wisd. 8:30. 


GOD THE SON IN CREATION 


Before the dawn of time, when God decided to 
create the world for His Son, in Him as His Word 
He traced the image of all things to come. Hence, 
all beings in the universe first came into existence 
_ as designs in Christ. 

. According to the ancient plan of God the Father, 
all rational beings who desired to enter into God’s 
love were to receive it through the Son. In the Son 
they were to be united among themselves, and 
under His headship they were to enter into the 
divine life. 

_When God created the world, He created it in 
ie: Son. The “beginning” with which the Bible 
begins is the Word of God, in which the world has 
- being. For this same reason the book of Revela- 

On Lg eet “the beginning of the creation of 

verse “Sheena ire Whcrexisithe um 


ed?” a * 4 
But even in the In Christ!” we reply. 


i Participation. As has been said 
P. revious] 5 God t [ 
the Son z the ee does all things through 


; creation, His ideas, they were 
) ae ae b ‘the. Son of God, For example 

€ says, “And God said, Let there be light.” 
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Here God the Father spoke a word to His Son, and 
the Son immediately created light. This mystical 
word that the Father spoke to His Son became the 
basis for the laws of electromagnetism. It echoes 
silently in the world to this day, for He still lives 
Who imbued the universe with it. To this day God 
the Son upholds all the laws of the world by His 
authority. 

Naturally, it must be understood that the Father 
and the Son commune without the aid of audible 
speech. The knowledge of the Father is continually 
reflected in the nature of the Son, the Wisdom of 
God. For the Son is inseparably linked to the Father, 
and abides wholly in Him. 

Throughout the six days of creation the Son, 
fulfilling the will of His Father, instantaneously 
created things new and unprecedented. His hand 
stretched out the heavens and cultivated the plants. 
He raised up the mountains and released the innu- 
merable luminaries of the stars into the cosmic 
abyss. The birds echo His song of creation, and 
the fishes and dragons dance for Him. From out of 
the dark ground He brought forth a vast variety of 
beasts, but after the animals were created there was 
a lull in the process of creation. ioe 

The Bible says that the Father took council with 
the Son and the Spirit concerning the making of the 
crown of creation—man. And thus, by decision of 
the Holy Trinity, man was created. By decision of 
the Pre-eternal Council he was endowed with an 
extraordinary gift: upon his nature was imprinted 
the image of God. And so it was that man's very 
design was infused with kinship with Christ, for 

Od the Son is Himself the eternal image of the 
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Father. He said, “He that hath seen Me hath seen 
the Father.” The Son is an exact impression of the 
Father’s nature, and man was copied from Him as 
froma pattern. 

The gift of the soul’s indestructibility, the gift of 
freedom and creativity —all these gifts are echoes of 
Christ in each of the children of Adam. Even those 
who perish will not be deprived of these gifts after 
the world’s end, and with sorrow the Lord will cast 
away from Himself these unsuccessful self-por- 
traits. 

When the Father’s plan for man was being 
accomplished, one of God’s two hands was the 
Word of God, which molded man from the dust of 
the earth and imprinted His mark upon his soul. 
The Son led Adam into paradise and gave him 
authority over the beasts. He it was Who in the 
beginning established the union between Adam 
and Eve, and for this reason He came to the wed- 
ding at Cana in Galilee after the incarnation. 

The voice of God that frightened our fallen first 
Parents is the Word of God which, seeing man’s 
pitiful nakedness, Himself desired to strip naked in 
the flesh at baptism, in order once more to clothe 
men in His effulgence. 

: ‘The Son, forestalling the immortalization of evil, 
uy oo of His Father drove the first people out 
ra so He taught them to offer sacrifices, SO 
have Gefin ee that were. perishing might 
which Herre ee an image of the salvation to come, 

ThE "trike aay upon the cross. 
adise, that he mi ee 'o stand guard over par- 

thivsehipin hoe t not admit to the divine garden 
Pon whom he saw not the mark of the Son. 
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The Word of God was also accessible to the 
patriarchs before the flood. Thus, Enoch walked 
before God and preached the great Day of Judg- 
ment, when God the Son will expose all evildoers, 
and the Son of God caught him up out of the realm 
of death as the hope of mankind. The Son directed 
Noah in constructing the ark, and He was its helms- 
man in the days of the Flood. 

At the will of the Father, the Son and the Spirit 
descended when the Tower of Babel was being 
built and confounded the tongues of the rebels. 

The Word of the Father chose Abraham and 
made the covenant with him. Circumcision itself 
pointed to the future incarnation of the Son of 
God from the seed of Abraham. At the Oak of 
Mamre He gave Abraham a son, Isaac, and He 
it was that brought down fire from His Father 
upon the accursed cities. The Son of God received 
Abrahams sacrifice upon Mount Moriah, and in 
exchange gave to him a ram—a symbol of His own 
sacrifice. 

It was Christ who, even before His incarnation, } 
appeared in the form of an Angel (or messenger) 
of God, Yahweh (the Eternal Revelation of the will 
of the Father). He wrestled with Jacob at Jabbok, 
and He it was that appeared to him at the top of 
the heavenly ladder. The Son of God led Israel into 
Egypt, and He it was who appeared to Moses in the 
thorn bush, calling Himself “He That Is.” By the 
will of the Father He brought miracles upon Pha- 
Taoh and slew the firstborn. His sacrifice was sym- 
bolized by the Passover lamb. The Son of God went 
before Israel in the pillars of cloud and fire. He 
Stood above a granite rock, which glided through 
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the desert after the Hebrew people and poured 
forth water. 

Through His Son the Father gave the great reve- 
lation on Sinai. It is impossible to describe the innu- 
merable instances of manifestations of the Son of 
God in the history of Israel. He was known both to 
Joshua the son of Nun and to Samuel. He revealed 
Himself to Gideon and to David. His glory sancti- 
fied Solomon’s Temple. 

When the prophets said, “The Word of the Lord 
came unto me,” they sensed the touch of the Son’s 
hand. For this very reason all of Holy Scripture is 
called the Word of God: the Father’s own Word 
revealed Him to the prophets in the Holy Spirit. All 
the prophecies and prefigurations of the ancients 
flowed toward the Son, as a river flows toward its 
mouth. For it was this, as we recall, that comprised 
the plan of God the Father: that all rational beings 
ss enter into His love, being united with His 

on. 

The action of the hand of God the Son was felt 
even by pagan sages, who called Him the Logos, the 
Way of the Universe, the Great Ruler of the World. 

__ And when the time came to fulfill the ancient 
ee of the Trinity, the Son of God descended 
ie “aven and became true Man of the Ever-vit- 
a ary, while remaining true God. He destroyed 
er Sane man and God, and in Himself 
@ctumense: e whole world with the Father. 
es a on did this alone: God the Father and the 
y Spirit did not become incarnate, but partici- 

ea in salvation by His dispensation 
mais neta oe Sacrifice of the Son of God 
se who believed in Him of their 
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iniquities and delivered them from eternal pun- 
ishment. But both the death and the burial of the 
Word of God had no effect whatsoever upon His 
divinity. Just as chopping down a sunlit tree does 
no harm to the sunbeam, so also the sufferings of 
Christ's body had no effect upon His passionless 
divinity. When Christ was crucified upon the cross, 
He Himself continued to maintain the stars in their 
orbits and preserved the lives of His crucifiers. 

Descending into the subterranean abyss of 
hades, the Son of God delivered all those who had 
sought Him during their lives. Being the inherent 
power of the Father, Christ destroyed the power 
of the dark prince Satan, despoiling and stripping 
him of his maleficent power. 

But the greatest manifestation of divine sonship 
was Christ’s Resurrection from the dead. On the 
same day of the week when God created the world, 
the Son of God recreated the universe. In His own 
body the Son of God began the process of the gen- 
eral resurrection. He is the resurrection and the 
life, and through the Son of God we are begotten of 
God, when we participate in the death and resur- 
rection of Christ in the sacrament of baptism. The 
Word of the Father raised up His body to heaven 
and laid the path to God for all Christians. Sa 
Now intercedes before the Father for all who lean 
and cleanses them in the Holy Spirit. Together wit 
the Father the Son of God rules all worlds and sits 
in His humanity at the right hand of God. igs 

On the day of Pentecost: the Son of s ; 
down the Holy Spirit from the Father and t athe 
established His Church. He is the head al : 
Church, her King and her Bridegroom. He justittes 
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ee 
those who believe, baptizes them, offers the Sacri- 
fice of the Eucharist, and nourishes Christians with 
His divine Body and Blood. He ordains the succes- 
sors of the apostles and heals the sick. He reveals 
His will to prophets and strengthens martyrs. He 
joins worshippers in glorifying His Father, and He 
consoles the sorrowful. 

But the authority of the Son is not limited to 
the Church alone. He appoints and deposes rulers, 
uplifts and puts down nations, raises up and abol- 
ishes governments. Thus, by the will of God the 
Father His Word directs the universe toward the 
completion of God's original design. 

When the final hour of the world comes, the Son 
of God will come to earth in the flesh, and in the 
last battle He will crush all His enemies. Amid the 
conflagration of the fading universe, at the sono- 
rous voice of the trumpet Christ will call forth the 
dead, and as at the dawn of time His word will give 
life to the dead. . 


By the will of His Father the Son will judge the 


world and will render to each according to his 


deeds. Then will come the end, when the Son will 
tia all the saved to God the Father. All those 
ate united with the Son will enter into the joy 


of the Trini : 
eran .. and will behold the glory that the Son 


e Father before th id Then 
God th e world was. The 
ite illeiat among gods—the Christians 


with them Ronee through Him—and will feast 


thanivaee Mystical Supper after the end of 


ON GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT 


In extolling the uncreated glory of the Father 
and the Son we must not be silent concerning the 
Third. Person Whom we confess at baptism—God 
the Holy Spirit. May the Holy Spirit, the Life-giv- 
ing Comforter, the Spirit Who revealed the Son and 
leads men to the Father through Him, aid us in this 
undertaking. ice 

This is a most mysterious divine Person, Whose 
face is as though obscured by His glory. This is a 
Person Whose name is unknown to us. For the defi- 
nition of “Holy Spirit” may likewise be applied to 
the Father and the Son (for both the Father and the 

_Son are holy, and the nature of all three Persons is 
Spiritual). rh SE 
- From Scripture we know that the Holy Spirit 1s 
equal to the Father and the Son. He is God, as 15 the 
Father, and. He is equal to Him by nature, of one 
_ throne and one dominion with Him. He 1s wn 
ated God and He makes gods of His greations S 
is Fire proceeding from Fire. He is Absolute. es, 
and the Source of goodness. He 15 @ free Sove 
“!gn, an independent Person, an absolute soversigh 
Ower, 

The Goi proceeds from the essence of 
con gp tema res pn 
Property, He eae Spirit of the mouth of God, an 
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for this reason He experiences the depths of the 
Godhead. He is the Breath of God, the Life of the 
Father. In the words of the holy hierarch Cyril of 
Alexandria, the Holy Spirit is the fragrance of the 
Father’s essence. 

We do not know what the proceeding of the 
Spirit is; we know only that from eternity He has 
His existence from: God the Father, from His own 
essence, but by a different means than the Son. This 
inscrutable proceeding seems to scorch our reason, 
which has dared to touch the primordial mystery. 

But, while having His existence from the Father 
alone, the Holy Spirit is likewise no stranger to the 
Son. Scripture calls Him the Spirit of the Son, the 
Spirit of truth, the Spirit of sonship: for the Spirit 
and the Son are of one essence and from eternity 
ee Spirit rests in the Son. Indeed, They originate 
See Cause, as light and warmth 

Furthermore, the fathers of the Church call the 
Holy Spirit the image of the Son, just as the Son is 

€ image of the Father. For onl an ho abides in 
the communion of the Holy S es esc in 
Jesus of Nazareth the et (ESE ES arate 
Just a8 no one can ee eral Son of the Living God. 
mined by visible li fe ert unless it 1s illu- 
the ~~ 1gnt, so also no one is able to see 

On, and in Him the Father, unless hi be 
permeated with the invisibl. LE Saag 

The Sir € light of the Spirit. 

.~ Pirit of the Lord fills the unj d 
nothing is hidden f Loe ae 
om His eyes. He is the omni- 


present and : y : 
of the world omnipotent Charioteer of the chariot 


the Father. H, Keading creation to the goals of God 
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to perfection. The Spirit of the Lord gave life to the 
angels and preserves them in holiness. 

Proceeding from the Father from eternity, the 
Holy Spirit is He Who set the universe in motion. 
In Him lies the very principle of motion, as indi- 
cated by the hypostatic property of the Holy Spirit. 
Through His action the world does not grind to 
a dismal halt—He keeps both celestial bodies and 
living creatures in motion. 

For rational creatures the Holy Spirit is the 
Spirit of Exodus. He catches up those who are wor- 
thy from out of the corruption of the world, and 
through the Son He leads them to the Father. “The 
Holy Spirit,” sings the Church, “is the cause of all 
salvation. And if He blow upon anyone as is meet, 
He quickly taketh him away from among the things 
of earth: He giveth him wings, maketh him grow, 
and setteth him on high.”*! Truly, the Holy Spirit is 
the Spirit of Pascha. a iMee 

- Even at the beginning of the world the Spirit 0 
God hovered gently over the waters, imbuing them 
with His life. With good reason Saint Gregory the 
Theologian called Him the Soul of the world. Ae 
evaluated each of God’s creations anc with = 
mighty stamp He imprinted “It is good” upon ea 
Creature in the universe. sf 

The breath of God wrote the symphony f 
Vegetable and animal life. The diverse colors 0 
the flowers and the mighty trunks of the trees, 
ee gamboling of the whales and the singing 
Of the birds—these are merely isolated sections 


Cc Lambertson, 
-Trans. 
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of the great orchestra, the Conductor and Owner of 
which is the Living Spirit. 

The Lord said that the Spirit creates life. The 
eternal breath of the Father gently enlivens the 
dying world. From beyond all the outer limits the 
Holy Spirit sweeps into the stifling, choking, cor- 
tuption-ridden universe, and enlivens every soul. 
It is the Holy Spirit that breathed a soul into man. 
And now His breath, dispersing like air in the pipes 
of an organ, creates the soul of each one of us at the 
moment of conception. The Holy Spirit, according 
to the venerable Macarius, is the Soul of our soul. 

_ When man was being designed at the Pre-eter- 
nal Council, God decided to give him the imprint 
of the Son and to assign him the task of becom- 
ing like God through the Holy Spirit. For the Holy 
Spirit is the eternal Likeness of the Father. The 
Spirit of God is an upright Spirit, and one who is 
upright is privy to Him. He is a merciful Spirit, and 
one who 1s merciful resembles Him. He is the Spirit 
of purity, and one who is pure is nigh unto Him. 
Whoever achieves holiness by the power of the 
isn becomes like unto God. In this way the Holy 

i inscribes His depiction in each of the saved. 

, cording to Scripture, He is the Spirit of wis- 
ae otek understanding, of counsel and might, 
God. Thess 8,24 piety, the Spirit of the fear of 
through Christ en gifts, poured out upon the world 
ies - Were seen in the heavens by Moses 
the oa i and the apostle John the Theologian in 
of God. or Seven lamps burning before the throne 
Prins life creating fragrance of the Hol Spirit 
fortified Adam in Paradise. The Comforter Slight: 
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ened the inner eye of the first man, and through His 
light men beheld God. 

After the fall into sin the Third Person of God 
revealed the Lord’s righteousness to men. It was 
not by chance that the voice of God walked in par- 
adise in the cool of the day. The Spirit, Who gives 
' peace to the hearts of those who repent, was will- 
ing to heal the defiled hearts of our first parents, 
and only because of their impenitence did they find 
in Him a Chastiser for having broken the covenant 


~ instead of a Comforter. 


The Spirit upholds the law of God, cleanses the 
prophets, and reveals the mysteries to them. He 
manifests Himself to the righteous ones of all time, 
but at the same time He severely punishes sinners 
who forget their calling to become holy. 

The Spirit of God was affronted by the abomi- 
Nations of the ancient world, and the waters of the 
Flood washed away sinners, but at the same time 
He was sent by the Heavenly Father to show mercy 
to.Noah. His quiet breathing awakened the heart 
of Abraham. The Comforter gave the centenar” 
ia child, -while at the same time He rejected the 

Icked sinners of Sodom. 

His holy eyes preserved Jacob in all his se 
he heavenly aura strengthened Moses = 
"evealed to him the mysteries of the birth of the 
Universe, The Spirit of God punished the Egyptians 


and gave life to the enslaved Hebrews. His power 


Sundered the Red Sea and destroyed theinenenues: 
t “ the Holy Spirit Moses saw’ the Lane an a 
188 of creation upon Mount Sinal witle sBESES 
picted symbolically in the tabernacle. It was 
© who imbued the sacred rites and symbols 
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of the ancient Law with mystical significance, for 
which cause the apostle Paul said, “The law is spir- 
itual.”>2 The Holy Spirit filled the tabernacle like a 
cloud and guided Israel. He anointed Aaron to the 
priesthood, and He it was who consecrated the first 
and second temples. 

But the Holy Spirit is a regal Spirit. In Him is the 
source of the might of sovereigns. He anointed the 
judges to their ministry and chose David for Him- 
self. 

By His power Joshua the son of Nun, the judges, 
and David conquered kings, laid mighty rulers 
low, and cast down the arrogance of tyrants. He 
gave superhuman strength to Samson and filled 


~ Deborah with wisdom. 


Saul and David experienced His regenerative 
power within themselves. As it was said, “And the 
Spirit of the Lord will come upon thee ... and thou 
-.. Shalt be turned into another man.”3 
_ And ‘so it came to pass. The might of the Spirit 
is such that He takes a shepherd and makes him a 
king; He finds a gatherer of fruits and transforms 
him into a prophet. Before His might all magic and 
the dark power of the demons is shown to be insig- 
nificant. : 

The Holy Spirit spoke by the mouths of the 
Prophets, and the whole Bible is written by Him. 


He cleansed the hearts and minds of the prophets, 
and upon them as u: 


: pon clear mirrors He wrote His 
wor : The seers, clearly understanding the teach- 
ing of the Holy Spirit, recorded the information 


32 Rom. 7:14. 
331 Sam. 10:6. 
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received from God with the utmost accuracy, while 
at the same time employing all their own abilities, 
Hence, despite the differences in style, we see abso- 
Jute uniformity in Scripture. 

The Holy Spirit conducted a gradual process 
of selection for sanctity. Through the mysterious 
works of the Spirit and the wonderful feats of the 
men and women of the Old Testament, amid the 
thorns of sin-scarred mankind the Most Pure Mary 
was born, who was found worthy to become the ~ 
Mother of God. And so the Heavenly Father and 
His Spirit sent the Son of God to earth. 

The power of the Holy Spirit purified the womb 
of Mary, and in the Spirit the Son of God became 
Man. For this reason the Nicene Creed confesses 
the Son of God to be born of the Holy Spirit and the 
Virgin Mary. 

faithe divine incarnation the Son of God is called 
the Christ,34 for He is anointed with the Holy Spirit 
by the Father, and in His human nature the full- 
Ness of the gifts of the Spirit abide in Him, so that 
through Him the Spirit might be poured out upon 
all those who believe. Hence, the Spirit filled John 
the Baptist while he was yet in his mother s wom b, 
so that John might proclaim to men God's manifes- 
oo in the flesh. 

t His baptism the Spirit 0 
Jesus Christ one ‘oii of a dove and rested upon 
tim, and thus was established the mystical renew 
ee baptism, which cleanses us from oe iy Spirit cen 
The dove became a figure of the MOY fat 
symbol of meekness and purity, and as 2 Si6h 


iS " 
._ wanointed one.’ - Trans. 
34 From the Greek, meaning anoint 


God descended upon 
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the flood of sin had ended. Just as the end of Noah's 
flood, which washed sin off the face of the earth, 
was heralded by a dove returning with an olive 
branch in her beak, so also the end of the murky 
inundation of sin through baptism was signified by 
the appearance of the Spirit in the form of a dove. 

To gain the victory over the ancient foe the Spirit 
draws Christ into the wilderness, and the Spirit 
of God witnesses Christ's victory over the devil. 
' Thus, by invoking the most-sweet name of Jesus, 
we draw to ourselves the Holy Spirit, Who drives 
away the dark horde of the demons. 

In all the miracles of Christ the Holy Spirit was 
also present, being of one power with Him (for the 
' Trinity has one power and authority), and for this 

reason the Lord said that He is the finger of God, 
_ that is, that He drives out demons by the Holy 
Spirit. at 

In general, the whole ministry of Christ was 
accompanied by the testimony of the Spirit. On 
Tabor He covered Christ and the apostles with.a 
light-bearing cloud, indicating the source of delight 
in the age to come. The Comforter taught the chil- 


dren to shout “Hosanna!” at the Lord’s entry into 
Jerusalem. 


In His S 
His Body, 
time the s 
crated by 


pirit the Lord Jesus changed bread into 
and wine into His Blood, and since that 
acrifice of the Eucharist has been conse- 
a the Spirit in all the churches. He is the 
aa Sia irrevocable New Testament 
peti od and men, sealed by the Blood of 

In His 
the Lord 
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Spirit as another Comforter, that He might abide 
with them eternally and protect them. 
In the words of the liturgy of the apostle 
James, the Holy Spirit is the Witness of Christ's 
sufferings. In the eternal Spirit Christ offered 
His flesh and soul in sacrifice to His Father upon 
the Cross, and the Spirit together with the Father 
and the Son accepted this all-purifying sacrificial 
offering. 

The Comforter accompanied the Lord’s soul in 
the nether regions of hades. His life-giving breath- 
ing dispelled the sepulchral stench and enlivened 
the souls of the dead, which had been frozen in an 
endless nightmare. 

In the Life-creating Spirit, through the Son the 
Father resurrected the body of Christ, and thus 
began the process of death’s banishment from the 
universe. We repeat: the Spirit that proceeds is the 
Spirit of Pascha, the Spirit of the Resurrection. 

Christ bestowed the Spirit's grace upon His 
disciples on the evening of Passover, giving them 
the authority to loose and to bind sins. Thus, in 
the Holy Spirit and by the will of His Father Christ 
established the New Testament priesthood. During 
the forty days of Pascha Christ established the _ 
nels for the bestowal of the Spirit upon those us 
believed—the holy sacraments. Christ revealed - 
es of the Spirit that had been hidden in the 

d Testament Scriptures. age 

or te 
light-bearing “loud at the time of His Scotia 


and on the fiftieth day after the Ke 


5 Heb, 9:14. 
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at the intercession of Christ and by His own desire, 
from the primordial abyss of God ‘the Father the 
Holy Spirit descended upon the twelve apostles. 

With the noise of an onrushing hurricane the 
tongues of fire filled the upper room on Zion and 
plunged the apostles into the depths of the divine 
life. The fire signifies the divine nature of the Spirit, 
for our God is a fire that consumes all impurity. 
The tongue shows the kinship of the Spirit with the 
Word, for nothing is closer to the word than the 
tongue. 

The wind signifies the spiritual nature of the 
Comforter. Thus, the upper room on Zion became 
the spiritual font in which the Church was born. 

The Holy Spirit likewise continues to act in the 
world outside the Church. According to Christ, 
He tells the world of sin, that the people of this 
world did not believe in the Only Savior; of righ- 
teousness, that the Son ascends to the Father in 
order to justify those who believe in Him; and of 
Judgment, that the world and its prince are already 
condemned by God. The Holy Spirit seeks out the 
lovers of truth in €very nation and leads them into 
His Church. He reveals Jesus Christ the Son of God 
to men. The Spirit restrains the outpouring of evil 
in the universe. He is the mystical Restrainer of 


the world from dissolution until the gospel mes- 
sage shall have reached all the tribes of the earth. 
At the very 


last moment of time the Spirit from the 
mouth of Christ will slay the Fechticn Then will 
come the end, when the flame of the Holy Spirit 
will envelop the universe, burning up every trace 
of death therein. As Scripture says, “Thou wilt send 
forth Thy Spirit, and they shall be created; and 
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Thou shalt renew the face of the earth.”5 The heav- 
ens and the earth will perish in the global confla- 
gration, and will be resurrected by the life-giving 
breathing of the Comforter. 

By the action of the word of Christ the bones of 
men will come together and be covered with flesh 
and skin, and immediately from the four winds the 
Holy Spirit will come and breathe upon the dead 
and they will live. Souls will be breathed again into 
bodies freed from the corruption of the tomb, and 
eyes that have been reopened will see the light of 
life, nevermore to be cut off by death—the light 
bestowed by the Comforter. 

The Holy Spirit will shine forth with unimag- 
inable beauty in those that are saved, so that they 
will shine as the sun. But the same Spirit will char 
the faces of sinners in the day when the just wrath 
of the Father manifests itself, and a river of fire will 
blaze with the eternal fire of the life-creating Spirit 

om sinners have affronted. 


© Ps. 103, 


THE HOLY SPIRIT IN THE CHURCH 


The chief place of the action of the Spirit is the 
Church, in which the Spirit substantially makes 
His abode. Through the Holy Spirit God the Father: 
comes to dwell in the saints and makes them par- 
ticipants in His own nature. 

By the will of the Father the Holy Spirit calls to 
the Son those who are destined for salvation. By the 
name of Christ the Spirit of God casts out the evil 
spirit from those that are called, so that the entire 
horde of the demons flees in panic, seeing the seal of 
the Spirit upon the Christian. The Holy Spirit renews 
People in the rebirth of baptism and forgives them 
all their sins. He places His seal upon those who are 
baptized and invests each with His personal gift-in 
chrismation. By His testimonial He makes each who 
1s saved a king, a prophet, or a priest. 

The Holy Spirit performs all the sacraments. He 
transforms the bread and wine into the Body and 
Blood of Christ the Savior, and, in the words of the 
Odes of Solomon, the Cup of Communion “seethes 
with. the Holy Spirit.” The Holy Spirit forgives 
sins at confession and bestows the strength not to 
repeat them again. It is He that heals people in the 
on. The Holy Spirit crowns 
Ther Haken nks to the angelic order. 
distributing site Gumselt builds the Church, 

istributing gifts as His wills. He speaks through 
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oi La SS Re i Pea ie sii. 
the mouths of the martyrs, raises up numerous 

rophets and teachers, and exudes an inexhaust- 
ible sea of miracles for the Church. 

But His greatest gift is the gift of the priest- 
hood. In ordination the Holy Spirit changes a per- 
son, continually healing what is infirm and sup- 
plying that which is lacking. Bishops, presbyters, 
and deacons draw strength from His wisdom. To 
those who purify their hearts He gives the strength 
to rightly understand the Word of God. He it is 
Who preserves Scripture inviolate, calling to mind 
all that the Lord spoke. His voice is clearly heard 
in the teaching of the Ecumenical Councils, which 
the Spirit of Truth convened and inspired to clearly 
defend the original gospel message. The Holy 
Spirit likewise speaks in the unanimity of the saints 
and teachers of the Church: all that they taught in 
every place, at every time, and everywhere is not 
their own teaching, but the voice of the Holy Spirit. 
But His wrath befalls heretics and schismatics who 
attempt to destroy the Church of Christ. ah 

The Holy Spirit leads each individual Christian 
to eternal life, and His chrismation itself teaches 
Christians all things. The Comforter is the living 
Water that, upon entering a person, quenches the 
fire of earthly preoccupations and calls, “Come to 
the Father.” The Holy Spirit is our secret Teacher. He 
_ Sives us the ability to have the mind of Christ pin 
thereby to heal our intellect. The Comforter is the 
Teacher of prayer. The very best, most God-pleas- 
ing prayer is that which proceeds directly from the 

oly Spirit. He Himself intercedes in the saints and 
for the saints by the will of God the Father. 

He lets us experience with our senses the fra- 
8tance of the Father's essence. He is a spiritual light 
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of the Son, and through Him commune of the efful- 

-gence of the Father. The Holy Spirit is the atmo- 
sphere of our spiritual hearing, through which we 
hear the Word of God. The Holy Spirit strengthens 
the powers:of our souls and bodies, that together 
with Him we might do the works of the Heav- 
enly Father. His life-creating flame burns away all 
impurity from the hearts of the faithful. He is the 
Spirit of peace, which pacifies the rebelliousness of 
Christian hearts, 

The Holy Spirit is the great Architect of our 
hearts, transforming them from the filthy byre of 
the passions into a magnificent temple. And when 
the temple of the virtues has been built, the entire 
Life-creating Trinity will come to abide in that per- 
son. This is the final frontier, and one could wish 
for nothing more, for the Holy. Spirit makes that 


blessed person a god by grace and draws him into 
the eternal movement of divine love. 

in the Day of the Lord the saints will be afire 
with the unimaginable radiance of the Holy Spirit. 
The Holy Spirit is our great Advocate: He will 
defend the faithful from eternal condemnation and 
will grant them to hear the blessed news that eter- 


; 4 crystalline cincture bestrewn with 

ceniatne eae a aa ant flower, a precious dia- 

sat purple robe of t 3 vat 
will be the mos he eternal King. The Spi 


choir of those that ar 
the end of the Wert saved and of the angels after 


FIGURES OF THE TRINITY 
IN THE CREATED WORLD 


The eternal God created the world, and natu- 
rally the entire material universe is filled with the 
traces of His creative might, as the seraphim sang; 
“The whole earth is full of Thy glory.” For this rea- 
son countless traces and imprints of the Trinity are 
scattered throughout the world. 

- Pagan Ireland once had the following dread- 
ful custom. In late fall a holiday was celebrated 
to honor the souls of the dead. On that night the 
hills would open and all the evil spirits would 
come forth into the world. In deference to them the 
Pagans would extinguish all their fires. And late 
_ at night, at the royal residence of Tara, the druids 
Would light a fire in which a sacrifice (frequently 
human) was offered to the god of death. Only after 

is were fires lit in all the other homes. In this a 
each hearth was considered consecrated to the ibs 
of death. Death was the penalty for any who dare 
light a fire prior to this. .chtful out: 

Then, one year on the holiday, 2 frighttu! © 
Tage occurred. On a mountain adjacent bs a 
4 huge bonfire suddenly flared uP, lit by an 0 
Man named Patrick. Mobs of enraged pee | 
‘Warmed up the mountain to punish the infi 

"a fury the druids shouted, “Who has dare 
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a a a laa 
to light a fire before sacrifice was offered to the 
god of death?” ye 
“You wished to offer sacrifice to the god of 
death,” Patrick calmly replied, “but I have lit a 
flame in the name of the God of Eternal Life.” 
“Who is He?” the pagan priests asked, brought 
up short by such boldness. 
“He is the Triune God—Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, Who created all things by His power.” 
“But how can three be one?” asked the pagans. 
At this Saint Patrick stooped down to the 
ground, picked a three-leafed clover, and said, “Do 
you not see that this is both a single leaf and three 
leaves? So also in the Trinity there is one essence 
and three Persons.” 
~ Since that day this symbol of the Sacred Trinity 
has been the symbol of enlightened Ireland. 
If we pay close attention to nature, almost 
everywhere we can discern the symbols of the Tri- 
une God. The sun’s disk reminds us of the Unbe- 


gotten Father, its rays—of the Begotten Son, and its 
warmth—of the Life-creating Spirit. 


If we come to a babbling b so Re nite 
bed, here too we obsery g brook flowing in 


we € a spring—an image of the 
Father, the divine Source; a bed—the Son; and a 
mouth—the Spirit, 


Any fragrant sais leads us to perfection. 
: an Ower li A “9 
cerning triunity. kewise teaches us con 


in secret; the stalk is the Son, 
cee Ben alee is the Spirit; Who produces 
the fragrance of immortality, 


ne who gazes into the de 
| ; eS 1 pths of outer space 
will see the clear Imprint of the Trinity int the 


: 
| 
| 


- 56 


_ een NS 


Figures of the trinity in the created world 


a a 
three spatial dimensions. A study of the depths of 
a microcosm can help us to realize the paradoxal- 
ity inherent in the very essence of this world. If an 
electron must simultaneously be considered both a 
wave and a particle, how dare our intellect demand 
that the Primordial Mystery underlying the origin 
of the world fit into our organic, feeble intellect? 
As an electron is at once a wave and a particle, so 
also God is both Unity and Trinity. 

If one attempts to plumb the depths of the mys- 
teries of the human personality, here too he will be 
struck by an imprint of the divine image. Our mind 
bears an image of the eternal mind of the Father, 
and its ever-coexistent power of speech (that is, of 
inner words) is an image of the coeternal God the 
Word—an enlivening power that enlivens our body 

and gives strength to our words. This is a clear 
imprint of the Spirit. 
_ Even in our speech we employ images of the 
Trinity: our mind begets a thought, the thought 
is expressed in words, and our breath carries our 
Words to the ears of another. ; f 

- Truly, the whole world is filled with traces © 

God's greatness. We need only learn to stop pa 
We stand and open our eyes and ears, aeons 
through the contemplation of creation the invisiD’e 
Power and divinity will become accessible to ee 
mind’s eye, Through this we will be able Se Beet 
Spreading sunrise of eternity, and the morning 
“sing aloft in our hearts. 


APPENDIX 1 


PRECISE FORMULAE OF THE TEACHING CONCERNING 
THE HOLY TRINITY 


The Symbol of Faith of the 318 Holy Fathers 
of the First Ecumenical Council in Nicaea 


We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker 
of all things visible and invisible. And in one Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, begotten of the Father [the 
only-begotten; that is, of the essence of the Father, God 
of God], Light of Light, very God of very God, begot- 
ten, not made, being of one substance with the Father; 
by. whom all things were made [both in heaven and 
on earth]; who for us men, and for our salvation, came 
down and was incarnate and was made man; he suf- 
fered, and the third day he rose again, ascended into 
heaven; from thence he shall come to judge the quick 
and the dead. And in the Holy Ghost. [But those who 
say: “There was a time when he was not;’ and ‘He was 
not before he was made; and ‘He was made out of noth- 
ing, or ‘He is of another substance’ or ‘essence,’ or ‘The 
Son of God is created, or ‘changeable/ or ‘alterable’— 


the -are di : 
Church }” ndemned by the holy @Miolic and apostolic 


The Symbol of Faith of the 150 Holy Fathers 
._ of the Second Ecumenical Council 
in Constantinople. 
We believe in one God the F i 
E ather Almighty, Maker 
= weer and earth, and of all things visible nd invisi- 
-ble. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son 


© Philip Schaff, Creeds of Christendom, Vol. 1, 6th edition 
(New York: Harper & Brothers, 1919), 28-29. 
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of God, begotten of the Father before all worlds (ons), 
Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 
made, being of one substance with the Father; by whom 
all things were made; who for us men, and for our sal- 
vation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate by 
the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, and was made man; 
he was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate, and suf- 
fered, and was buried, and the third day he rose again, 
according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of the Father; from thence 
he shall come again, with glory, to judge the quick and 
the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end. And in the 
Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of life, who proceed- 
eth from the Father, who with the Father and the Son 
together is worshiped and glorified, who spake by the 

prophets. In one holy catholic and apostolic Church; we 

acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; we 

look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 

world to come. Amen.*8 


Aa 2nd Council in Constantinople 
(5th Ecumenical Council). 8th session (June 2, 553) 


1. If anyone shall not confess that the nature or 
essence of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost 
is one, as also the force and the power; [if anyoné oe, 
Not confess] a consubstantial Trinity, one Godhead to b 
Worshipped in three subsistence OF Persons: let him ; 
anathema. For there is but one God, even the Father - 
Whom are all things, and one Lord Jesus Christ wee 
Whom are all things, and one Holy Spirit in wroun als 
all things 39 
oe oa? 

%8 Philip Schaff, Creeds of Christendom, Vol. 1, 6th edition 
(New York: Harper & Brothers, 1919), 28-29. 


39 The Seven Ecumenical Councils (NPNF2 14:312). 
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The Athanasian Creed (Symbolum Quicunque) 


Whosoever will be saved, before all things it is nec- 
essary that he hold the catholic faith; which faith except 
every one do keep whole and undefiled, without doubt 
he shall perish everlastingly. And the catholic faith’ is 
this: that we worship one God in Trinity, and Trinity in 
Unity; neither confounding the persons nor dividing the 
substance. For there is one person of the Father: another 
of the Son: and another of the Holy Ghost. But the God- 
head of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost 
is all one: the Glory equal, the Majesty coeternal. Such 
as the Father is; such is the Son, and such is the Holy 
Ghost. The Father uncreated, the Son uncreated, and the 
Holy Spirit uncreated. The Father incomprehensible, 
the Son incomprehensible, and the Holy Spirit incom- 
prehensible. The Father eternal, the Son eternal, and the 
Holy Ghost eternal. And yet they are not three eternals 
but One eternal. As also there are not three uncreated 
nor three incomprehensible, but one uncreated and one 
incomprehensible. So likewise the Father is almighty, 
the Son almighty, and the Holy Ghost almighty. And 
yet they are not three almighties, but one almighty. So 
the Father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy Ghost 
1s God. And yet they are not three Gods, but one God. 
Sree ane Father is Lord, the Son Lord, and the 
For fe st Lord; and yet not three Lords but one Lord. 

e€ as 


: : created, nor begotten, but proceed- 
ing. So there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, 
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not three Sons; one Holy Ghost, not three Holy Ghosts. 
And in this Trinity none is afore or after another; none 
is greater or less than another. But the whole three per- 
sons are coeternal, and coequal. So that in all things, as 
aforesaid, the Unity in Trinity and the Trinity in Unity 
is to be worshipped. He therefore that will be saved 
must thus think of the Trinity. Furthermore it is neces- 
sary to everlasting salvation that he also believe rightly 
the incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ. For the right 
faith is that we believe and confess that our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God, is God and man. God of the sub- 
stance of the Father, begotten before the worlds; and 
man of the substance of His mother, born in the world. 
Perfect God and perfect man, of a reasonable soul and 
human flesh subsisting. Equal to the Father as touching 
His Godhead, and inferior to the Father as touching His 
manhood. Who, although He is God and man, yet He is 
not two, but one Christ. One, not by conversion of the 
Godhead into flesh, but by taking of the manhood into 
God. One altogether, not by confusion of substance, but 
by unity of person. For as the reasonable soul and flesh 
is one man, so God and man is one Christ; Who suffered 
for our salvation, descended into hell; rose again the 
third day from the dead; He ascended into heaven, He 
sitteth on the right hand of the Father, God, — 
From whence He shall come to judge the quick and ; = 
~ dead. At whose coming all men shall rise gam es 
their bodies; and shall give account of their own V7 
And they that have done good shall go into life ever ae 
ing, and they that have done evil into bet ve 
This is the catholic faith, which except @ man beve 
faithfully he cannot be saved.” at 
- 40 Philip Schaff, Creeds of Christendom, Vol. 2, 6th ate 
(New York: Harper & Brothers, 1919), COU Negeak eae 
Simplified by current translator). 


DANIEL SYSOEV INC. 


was founded as a USA-based subsidiary of the Rev. Daniel 

Sysoev Missionary Center Benevolent Fund. The corpora- 

tion’s primary goals are: 

— Creating high-quality translations of Orthodox texts from 
Russian into English 

— Distributing books, e-books, media, church supplies world- 

wide 

— Promoting projects to further the mission of Orthodoxy in 

the world. 


The company’s primary area of activity centers on the 
works of the priest Daniel Sysoev, who was killed November 
19, 2009, in Moscow, leaving behind numerous recordings 
of his lectures, sermons, and literary works. Father Daniel’s 
books touch with grace the minds of those who read them. Fa- 
ther Daniel had a profound understanding of the texts of Holy 
Scripture, in keeping with the explanations of the holy fathers 


of the Church. His God-given ability to interpret and explain 
the Bible, to preach and speak to a person’s heart, and most 
importantly to love God and neighbor have enlightened and 
continue to enlighten many. Upon reading his works many de- 
cide to change their path, find answers to difficult questions, 
and are stren, 


gthened in their faith and desire to inherit eternal 
life with God. 


It is our goal to bring back the laudable tradition of reading 
Orthodox books. ; 
If you share our goals and feel able and inclined to assist in 
achieving this common goal, write to us at mission379 @gmail. 
om. It may be that our joint efforts will bear much fruit. 


If you would like to contribute to this work, you may use 
one of the following methods: ' ; 


1. Check: Make check payable to Daniel Sysoev Inc, 


and mail it to: Daniel Sysoev Inc, 41 Las Brisas Blvd, 
Voorhees, NJ, 08043, - a. 

2. Wire transfer: SWIFT: C i z 
ber 021000089, CITIB. ribet aa 


-LTIBANK, N.A. 2201 86th street, Brooklyn, 
NY, 11214. Daniel Sysoey Inc, account number: 4989398433. 


3. PayPal: mission379@pmail.com 


Priests have died. Let’s help their families together! 


The Benevolent Fund was established in 2010 by Fr. Daniel Sysoev’s 
matushka, Yulia Sysoeva, to aid the needy families and widows of clergy. 
Unfortunately, there are many financially disadvantaged clergy families in 
Russia, but the greatest financial need is felt by the widows of priests who 
have fallen victim to murder or tragedy, and we Christians have a duty to 
care for them. 

In recent times we have seena rise in sudden deaths among our intercessors 
before God—those who pray for us more often than others, through whom 
the Lord forgives our sins, from whom we receive comfort. At present the 
Fund has learned of and established contact with 45 such families, and is 
constantly searching for clergy families in need so as to provide them with 
uncompensated aid. f 

We call on Orthodox Christians to contribute their two mites to 
supporting the work of the Fund. Contact information and donation options 
are located on our website, matushkideti.ru (in Russian Language). Donors, 
as the Word of God says, lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven and robe 

your hearts in works of charity; and you who are in need, offer up prayers for 
your benefactors’ salvation! 
If you want to make a donation, you may use the following methods: 
1. Check: Make check payable to Daniel Sysoev Inc, and mail it to: 
Daniel Sysoev Inc, 41 Las Brisas Blvd, Voorhees, NJ, 08043. . 
2. Wire transfer: Se aes 
ABA/Routing Number 0. 
Citibank, Nay 2201 6th street, Brooklyn, NY, 11214 
- Daniel Sysoev Inc, Acc. # 4989398433 

3. PayPal: mission379@gmail.com 

4. Transfer via Zelle: ssv379@gmail.com or 609-608-83-03 
The names of all donors will be published on the website matushkideti.ru 
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His Church, but: they miscalculated, 

and the blood of the martyrs is the seed. 

~~ Father Daniel ascended his Golgotha in the ch 
- built, meeting his end between the ter plea 


ie jike the prophet of old. Despite Father Da 


_ end, his missionary labor lives on andi increases bea ng its. 


~ fruit. As Pather Daniél had wished; more and mor people: a 


- continue to come to the light ‘of Christ, to the 
‘of itving’ water preserved in the bosom of the Orthodox a 
Church, This i Is a joy that cannot be expressed i in words. 
It is the joy that was felt by these who came. to the Tomb: 
of the, Savior. and found i it crnpty 


